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Statutory	  Defini?on	  of	  Biobased	  Products	  

•  A	  	  product	  (other	  than	  food	  or	  
feed)	  that	  is	  composed	  of	  
biological	  products	  	  

•  Includes	  agricultural,	  forestry,	  
and	  marine	  materials	  	  

•  Includes	  intermediate	  
ingredients	  used	  to	  create	  these	  
products	  such	  as	  biopolymers.	  



Why	  UDSA	  Promotes	  New	  Biobased	  Products	  

•  Economic	  development	  

 Agricultural	  jobs	  
 Small	  business	  growth	  

•  Energy/Environmental	  
Security	  

•  Climate	  Change	  Impact	  
Reduc?on	  



Growing Sector But Still Many 
Opportunities for Businesses 
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Legislative and Executive Drivers 
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•  Presiden?al	  Memo	  

•  2002	  Farm	  Bill	  
•  2008	  Farm	  Bill	  

•  Execu?ve	  Order	  13423	  
•  Execu?ve	  Order	  13514	  
•  2012	  FAR	  Updates	  



New	  White	  House	  Memorandum	  

•  Driving	  Innova+on	  and	  Crea%ng	  
Jobs	  in	  Rural	  America	  through	  
Biobased	  and	  Sustainable	  Product	  
Procurement,	  February	  21,	  2012	  

•  “to	  promote	  rural	  economic	  
development,	  create	  new	  jobs,	  
and	  provide	  new	  markets	  for	  farm	  
commodi?es”	  



The	  USDA	  BioPreferred®	  Program	  

•  Established	  by	  the	  2002	  Farm	  Bill	  

•  Iden?fies	  and	  seeks	  to	  establish	  new	  
markets	  for	  biobased	  products	  

•  Two	  major	  program	  elements:	  

–  Federal	  Procurement	  Preference	  
–  Voluntary	  Labeling	  Program	  



The Federal Procurement Preference 
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Federal Procurement Preference 
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•  USDA	  selects	  and	  priori?zes	  
categories	  of	  biobased	  products	  for	  
iden?fica?on	  as	  "preferred"	  
products	  for	  Federal	  purchasing.	  

•  Federal	  agencies	  and	  their	  
contractors	  must	  give	  preference	  to	  
"BioPreferred"	  products	  when	  
making	  	  purchases	  
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The Federal Procurement Preference currently 
includes: 
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•  Currently,	  	  77	  product	  categories	  
–  Opera?ons	  and	  Maintenance	  
–  Construc?on	  
–  Janitorial	  and	  Cleaning	  
–  Vehicle	  Maintenance	  

–  Food	  Service	  
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Operations and Maintenance 

11	  

Product	  Category	  
Minimum	  Biobased	  

Content	  

Forming	  Lubricants	   68%	  

Straight	  Oils	   66%	  

Mul?-‐Purpose	  Lubricants	   88%	  

Parts	  Wash	  Solu?on	   65%	  

Turbine	  Drip	  Oils	   87%	  

Graffi?	  and	  Grease	  Removers	   34%	  

Corrosion	  Preventa?ves	   53%	  
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Construction 
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Product	  Category	  
Minimum	  Biobased	  

Content	  

Acous?cal	  Composite	  Panels	   37%	  

Roof	  Coa?ngs	   20%	  

Carpets	   7%	  

Membrane	  Concrete	  Sealer	   11%	  

Structural	  Wall	  Panels	   94%	  

Insula?on	  Foam	   7%	  



13	  

Fleet 
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Product	  Category	  
Minimum	  Biobased	  

Content	  

2	  Cycle	  Engine	  Oils	   34%	  

Cable	  and	  Chain	  Lubricants	   77%	  

Diesel	  Fuel	  Addi?ves	   90%	  

Mul?purpose	  Greases	   72%	  

Sorbents	   89%	  

Dust	  Suppressants	   85%	  

General	  Purpose	  Deicers	   93%	  
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Cleaning 
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Product	  Category	  
Minimum	  

Biobased	  Content	  

Hand	  Cleaners	  &	  Sani?zers	   73%	  

Glass	  Cleaners	   49%	  

Floor	  Cleaners	  and	  Protectors	   77%	  

Adhesive	  and	  Mas?c	  Removers	   58%	  

Floor	  Strippers	   78%	  

Mul?purpose	  cleaners	   56%	  



The	  USDA	  Voluntary	  Labeling	  
Program	  



Why	  the	  Label?	  

•  Drive	  consumer	  and	  
commercial	  markets	  for	  
biobased	  

•  Help	  consumer	  understand	  
“biobased	  product”	  

•  Aid	  buyer	  in	  loca?ng	  
products	  

•  Assures	  consumers	  of	  
biobased	  content	  
percentages	  



How	  Cer?fica?on	  and	  Labeling	  
Program	  Works	  

•  Independent	  third	  party,	  
ASTM	  Interna?onal,	  
verifies	  biobased	  content	  
through	  approved	  
laboratories	  

•  “USDA	  Cer?fied	  Biobased	  
Product”	  label	  affixed	  to	  
qualifying	  products.	  



BioPreferred®	  Catalog	  



19	  

Federal Supply Sites that “Advertise” Biobased 
Products 
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Biobased	  Products	  Are	  Cost	  Effec?ve	  
From	  GSA	  Advantage;	  March	  2012	  

Category	   Biobased	  Product	   Non-‐Biobased	  
Counterpart	  (Virgin)	  

Hand	  Sani?zer	   $33.10	  per	  gallon	   $38.80	  per	  gallon	  

General	  Purpose	  Laundry	  
Cleaner	  

$12.83	  per	  gallon	   18.50	  per	  gallon	  

Ink	  Remover	  and	  Cleaner	   $26.83	  per	  gallon	   $28.40	  per	  gallon	  

Bathroom	  and	  Spa	  Cleaner	   $16.00	  per	  gallon	   $17.64	  per	  gallon	  

Mul?-‐Purpose	  Greases	   $2.95	  for	  14	  oz.	   $3.14	  for	  14	  oz	  

Metalworking	  Fluids	   $20.41	  per	  gallon	   $24.25	  per	  gallon	  

2-‐Cycle	  Engine	  Oils	   $25.62	  per	  gallon	   $33.65	  per	  gallon	  

Graffi?	  and	  Grease	  Remover	   $53.32	  for	  4	  gallons	   $57.27	  for	  4	  gallons	  



Addi?onal	  BioPreferred	  Training	  

•  Live	  June	  19th,	  1:30	  p.m.	  EDT	  
•  By	  live	  streaming	  on	  your	  computer	  
•  By	  satellite	  downlink	  into	  a	  classroom	  or	  

conference	  room	  

Highlights	  
•  Doug	  McKalip,	  from	  White	  

House	  staff	  
•  Cyndi	  Vallina,	  Office	  of	  

Management	  and	  Budget	  
•  Linda	  Mesaros,	  Expert	  in	  

Sustainable	  Purchasing	  in	  
the	  Federal	  Sector	  

•  Register	  now	  for	  free	  seminar	  on	  
BioPreferred.gov	  



Contact 
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Ron	  Buckhalt,	  Program	  Manager	  
ronb.buckhalt@dm.usda.gov	  	  
Phone:	  202-‐205-‐4008	  

Web	  site:	  	  hop://www.biopreferred.gov	  

Twioer:	  @BioPreferred	  


